
sponsibility is taught and 
learned so clearly. MCT 
provides a unique opportu-
nity to learn the lessons of 
group dynamics while excel-
ling as an individual – a les-
son from art that carries into 
life. MCT strives to use par-
ticipation in the performing 
arts as a vehicle to develop 
life skills including social 
skills, communication skills, 
self-discipline, a strong work 
ethic, an understanding of 
the team concept and self-
esteem.  

A group auditions will be 
held on January 23, 2012, 
3:30-5:30pm.  Students who 
wish to participate must plan 
to attend for the entire two 
hours.  If a child is not able 
to audition, unfortunately, 
they will not be able to par-
ticipate on stage. Every child 
who auditions may not be 
cast for an on-stage role.  

be done to run a household 
and is one of the best ways 
to build a feeling of compe-
tence.  
Our own Denise Sawatzky 
learned that valuable lesson 
this year when she 
broke her foot. She found 
out just how capable her 
kids were around the house. 

While she was out 
of commission her hus-
band lined the kids up and 
said "OK kids, Mom is out 
of action for the next  
three months. We need to 
work together to get eve-
rything done." All three 
children took on the chal-
lenge (really, they had no 
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JOIN IN THE FUN!   

S tudies show that help-
ing others not only 

promotes higher self-
esteem, but increases aca-
demic and social skills while 
decreasing the risk for de-
pression and anxiety disor-
ders. Helping out around 
the house can help children 
understand what needs to 

This is admittedly the most 
difficult aspect of audition-
ing. How one reacts to 
disappointment is a tremen-
dous test of character. Chil-
dren will look to you as an 
example of how to react. 
We hope you will compli-
ment them for their efforts 
and for taking a risk audi-
tioning for the show—it 
takes a lot of courage. 
However, please note that 
every child may participate 
in activities to support this 
activity from decorating the 
school to helping pass out 
programs on the night of 
the performance.  More 
information will come 
home very soon with your 
kiddos regarding this excit-
ing event. 

 

Denise Sawatzky 

Your PTSO President 
mclaneelptso@gmail.com 

choice).  
Denise learned her daughter Sarah 
(12) could clean the kitchen better 
than she could, which she did not 
think was possible. Turns out,  Sarah 
was also a gourmet cook making 
every meal she made not only deli-
cious but  attractive too. Her son Jack 
(8) loved to make breakfast and could 
pull out any recipe book and made 

W INTER DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

 MON - FRI, Jan. 23-28 - Mis-
soula Children’s Theater @ 
McLane Elementary! 

 01/23 - 3:30-5:30pm Audi-
tions  

 WED - Jan. 23 - Passport 

 FRI - Jan. 27 - GRIN and 
Awards Assembly 9:15am 

 WED - Feb. 01 - Late Start 

 TUE - Feb. 14—Friendship 
Party & Wear Your Colors! 

 MON - FRI, Feb. 17-20—Mid 
Winter Break - No School! 

 WED - Feb. 29 (!) - Passport  

M cLane Students will 
have a wonderful 

opportunity this month to 
participate in a unique ex-
perience right here in our 
own school 

Your McLane PTSO is host-
ing the world-renowned 
Missoula Children’s Thea-
tre.www.mctinc.org 

The primary goal of MCT – 
indeed, the organization's 
mission – is the develop-
ment of life skills in children 
through participation in the 
performing arts.  

Within each MCT cast, girls 
and boys are equal; the dis-
abled become able; the shy 
experiment with bravery; 
the slow are rehearsed to 
perfection; and the gifted 
become part of the whole. 
The lesson they learn is that 
all of them are necessary for 
the show to go on.  

Few arenas exist where re-

THE VALUE OF CHORES FOR CHILDREN 

(con’t) 



years!!!  Together, they have 
raised three children—Aaron, 
their 31 year-old son, Mollie, 
28 who is married to Nate, and 
Amy, 27, who is engaged to be 
married in October. 

When she is not at school, 
Becky enjoys cooking and gar-
dening and playing with her 
new puppy, Ellie, a Cavalier 
King Charles breed. Her favor-
ite food is Italian, especially 
pizza. 

She also likes to travel and has  

R ebecca (y Paxton 
joined the McLane 

family in 1989, as a para-
educator. Since that time, 
she has had the pleasure of  
being a recess and lunch 
room observer, a reading 
group leader, and since 
2002, our amazing office 
assistant.  There with a smil-
ing face and always ready to 
help. 

Mrs. Paxton has been mar-
ried to Brad Paxton for 32 

START 
THINKING 
SPRING! 

PAGE 2 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW !  

https://www.facebook.com/
pages/McLane-Elementary-PTSO 

D id you know that it is 
never too late to get 

involved in activities at 
McLane?  Teachers always 
welcome parents, guardians, 
or grandparents in their class-
rooms.  You children will 
appreciate your support too.  
Teachers are flexible so don’t 
worry you’ll over commit! 

The PTSO has opportunities 
as well.  Don’t let the year slip 
by - you can learn more about 
our school & yourself through 
getting involved. 

WINTER 
WEEKENDS  

NOT TOO 
LATE 

W inter weekends are a 
great time to do some-

thing special with your family.  

Did you know that the WA 
State History Museum and the 
Museum of Glass both have kid-
friendly activities on weekends?  
Close enough for a stay-cation 
but far enough for an adventure!   

 

calendar.theolympian.com 

the best pancakes and waffles 
for breakfast.  She learned her 
youngest, Parker (5), loved 
any job that he was given: 
folding laundry, clearing the 
table, tiding rooms and taking 
the trash out. He was such a 
hard worker!   
Even though her foot is all 
better, her kids have contin-
ued their jobs and it is com-
forting that she and her hus-

WHO’S HOO AT MCLANE 

and make contributions to the 
family."   As soon as they are 
six or seven, it’s time for 
them to begin doing their 
chores without reminders and 
without pay. 
Looking for hints on how to 
make this happen, hassle-free? 
Check out LoveandLogic.com  
and start helping your kiddos 
establish helpful habits and 
good attitudes about work -
starting with doing chores ! 

band are not alone in  manag-
ing their household.    
Does this all sound too good 
to be true?  Are you thinking 
―MY kids would never do 
that?‖  Janice Cohn, PhD, 
author of Raising Compassion-
ate, Courageous Children in a 
Violent World disagrees!  She 
says ―Children need to feel as 
though they're a cog in the 
wheel. But they can't feel that 
way if they don't have chores 

Becky Paxton 

How would we survive 
without her? 

been to  Disneyland and Dis-
ney World several times. 

Beckie loves working at 
McLane.  She especially enjoys 
the people she works with and 
the ever-surprising students.  
Never a dull moment when 
you are at the front desk!   

Mrs. Paxton hopes that 
McLane will continue to grow 
as a safe and fun place for kids 
to learn and grow.  We hope 
she continues to be a part of 
the fun for a long time! 

 

 

I t might seem a long way 
away, but May is just 

around the corner!  That 
means it is Spring Carnival & 
Auction time! 

We have already started solic-
iting donations for fun items, 
activities & gift certificates to 
auction but would like to 
encourage all parents to con-
tact businesses they work 
with to make a small donation 
to support our school.  Con-
tact Leslie for more informa-
tion or to volunteer :   

mclaneelptso@gmail.com 
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